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CLAIM SUMMARY DOCUMENT : 



tlaims 1-9 have been canceled. 



10. (Canceled) 

11. (CurrentrV Amended) The method of claim 14 4© , wherein the step of generating 
a first compressed imajje data set comprises JPEG compression. 

pg\ 12. (Currently Amende^) The method of claim 14 40, further comprising: 

storing the first compressed image data set in an image storage device; and 
storing the second compresse\image data set in the image storage device if space is 
available. 

13. (Previously Amended) The metltad of claim 12, wherein the steps of generating 
the first and second compressed image data se\are performed by first and second 
quantizers. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for processing images in a digital camera 
wherein the digital camera includes an image storage devid^ having primary and secondary 
storage areas, comprising the steps of: 

inputting a raw image: 
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generating from the raw image. inclu« 


ling employing a first quantizing step, a first 


compressed image data set suitable for repi 


educing substantially the entire image at a first 


quality level: and 

generating from the raw image, inch c 


ling emploving a second quantizing step 


independent of the first quantizing step, a se 


:cond compressed image data set which when 


combined with the first compressed image 


ata set reproduces substantially the entire 


image at a second, higher qualitv level: anc 


y storage area of the image storage device if 
storage area of the image storage device to 

)d of claim 14, wherein the step -of releasing 
lage storage device releases space in a first in 

od of claim 14, wherein the step of releasing 
lage storage device releases space in a last in 

)d of claim 14, wherein each first compressed 
;e area has associated with it an image quality 


releasing space in the secondai 
insufficient space is available in the primary 
store the first compressed image data set. 

15. (Previously Amended) The meth 
space in the secondary storage area of the in 
first out order. 

16. (Previously Amended) The meth 
space in the secondary storage area of the ir 
first out order; 

17. (Previously Amended) The meth 
image data set stored in the secondary stora 
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metric and the step of releasing space in tht secondary storage area of the image storage 
device releases space in lowest image qu^ity first order. 

18. (Canceled) 



19. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 22 4-8, wherein the means for 
generating a first compressed image daia comprises JPEG compression means. 



20. (Currently Amended) The 
means for storing the first compr 
means for storing the second c 
if space is available. 



21. (Previously Amended) The 
generating the first compressed image 



system of claim 22 48, further comprising: 
ssed image data set in an image storage device; and 
oppressed image data set in the image storage device 



system of claim 20, wherein the means for 
ata set and the means for generating the second 



compressed image data set comprise first and second quantizers. 



22. (Currently Amended) A system of processing images in a digital camera. 



wherein the digital camera includes pi 



means for inputting a raw imagt 



imary and secondary storage areas, comprising: 



V 
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means for generating from the rawlimage. including employing a first quantizing 
step, a first compressed image data set suitable for reproducing substantially the entire 



image at a first quality level: 

means for generating from the rav * 



image, including employing a second quantizing 



step independent of the first quantizing 



itep. a second compressed image data set which 



when combined with the first compress* d image data set reproduces substantially the entire 



image at a second, higher quality level: 



and 



means for releasing space in the s 
insufficient space is available in the prii 
store the first compressed image data sit. 



condary storage area of the image storage device if 
ary storage area of the image storage device to 



23. (Previously Amended) Thelsystem of claim 22, wherein the means for releasing 
space in the secondary storage area of/the image storage device releases space in a first in 
first out order. 



24. (Previously Amended) T 
space in the secondary storage area cff 
first out order. 



25. (Previously Amended) 
image data set in the secondary stork 



system of claim 22, wherein the means for releasing 
the image storage device releases space in a last in 



Tie 



system of claim 22, wherein each first compressed 
ge area has associated with it an image quality metric 
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and the means for releasing space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device 
releases space in lowest image quality first orper. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently Amended) The systemlof claim 29 26, wherein the processing unit is 
configured to perform JPEG compression to generate the first compressed image data set 
and the second compressed image data set. 



28. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 29 26, wherein the processing unit 
comprises a first quantizer configured to generate the first compressed image data set and a 
second quantizer configured to generate the second compressed image data set. 



29. (Currently Amended) A system for 



processing images in a digital camera 



comprising: 

an image storage device: wherein the imake storage device comprises primary and 



secondary storage areas: and 

a processing unit configured to transfer riw image data from an input device. 



generate a first compressed image data set from 



the raw image, including employing a first 



quantizing step, wherein the first data set is suit ible for reproducing substantially the entire 



image at a first quali ty level, and generate a sec ond compressed image data set, including 



employing a second quantizing sep independent 



of the first quantizing step, wherein the 
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second data set when combined with the fi 


rst data set is suitable for reproducing 


substantially the entire image at a second 1 


igher qualitv level, store the first compressed 


image data set in the image storage device 


and store the second compressed image data set 


in the image storage device if space is ava 


lable t and the processing unit is further 



configured to release space in the secondary storage areas of the image storage device if 
insufficient space is available in the primary storage area of the image storage device to 
store the fist compressed image data set. 

30. (Currently Amended) The systfem of claim 29, wherein the processing unit is 
configured to release space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device in a 
first in first out order. 

31. (Currently Amended) The syfetem of claim 29, wherein the processing unit is 
configured to release space in the secondary storage area of the image storage device in a 
last in first out order. 



32. (Previously Amended) The feystem of claim 29, wherein each first compressed 
image data set in the secondary storage! area has associated with it an image quality metric 
and the processing unit is configured tq release space in the secondary storage area of the 
image storage device in lowest image quality first order. 
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